Subject: World Literature

Benchmark: Parthenon

Standards:

TOPIC:  Greek Literature

MAJOR IDEA:  

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· What was the role of Greek mythology in the culture and architecture of Ancient Greece?

· What are the qualities of a hero?  What is the importance of the hero in Greek culture as exhibited in the Parthenon?

· What was the importance of the story in ancient Greek culture?  How is this exhibited in the Parthenon?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Images of deities on the metopes of the Parthenon

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Explore the deities depicted on the metopes of the Parthenon.  What are their special characteristics, their heroic qualities?  Write a character study of one of the deities.

· Compare the heroes of Greek literature to today’s heroes (real and fictional).  What are their common qualities?    Do heroes have weaknesses?  Why is this important? Odysseus was a flawed hero.  Write a short story in which the hero faces a challenge to his/her character.

· Writing to explore self.  The Odyssey is the tale of Odysseus’ journey as he returns from the Trojan War.  His journey is one that teaches him about himself as he faces various trials and challenges on his journey home.  Write an essay about a journey you took or event you experienced that taught you something about yourself.

· During and after reading the Odyssey consider why the ancient Greeks held Odysseus in such high esteem.  What good qualities did he have?  Keep a running list of his good and bad qualities as you read.  Use this to develop a character sketch.

· Read The Parthenon by Herman Melville.  Discuss Melville’s impressions of the Parthenon based upon his poem.  In groups have students study photos of the Parthenon and write a poem inspired by the structure and the Greek literature they have read so far in the semester.

· What do the scenes on the metopes of the Parthenon have in common? (the north side – scenes from the Trojan War; the east side – scenes of the battle between the gods and giants with the gods victorious; the south side – the battle between humans and the centaurs, the rioting centaurs are defeated; the west side – the defeat of the Amazons by the Greeks.)  Compare the elements and message on the metopes to that of Odysseus’ journey in the Odyssey.

· Aristotle’s Tragedy presents the downfall of a person of stature.  How does the Parthenon reject this premise?  Compare and contrast the story elements of the Parthenon (e.g. the metopes) and the literary trend of Tragedy that esteemed flawed heroes.

· Compare the character and story elements of the Parthenon with the character and story elements of the Odyssey and Oedipus by Sophocles.

HOMEWORK:

· What does the term hero mean to you?  Choose a hero and describe why you consider that person a hero.

SAMPLE IMAGES FROM THE SOUTH SIDE METOPES
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